Te Ahu Pātiki
PROTECTING OUR ICONIC TAONGA

We invite your support to transfer Te Ahu Pātiki / Mt Herbert
and Mt Bradley into public ownership

06 August 2020

Join us
To make Te Ahu Pātiki a public conservation park

Te Ahu Pātiki is 500ha of iconic
land including the summits of
Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Pātiki and
Mt Bradley, the two highest points in
the Christchurch/Ōtautahi district.
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Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust has a
memorandum of understanding with the
landowner to purchase this substantial
block and is committed to leading the Te
Ahu Pātiki project.
The purchase will secure public
ownership so the land can become a
conservation park to protect and restore
native biodiversity, with full permanent
public access. The purchase is supported
by Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke, who have
manawhenua over this area.
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Te Ahu Pātiki block
Mt. Herbert/Te Ahu Pātiki
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We now seek support from a range of
community organisations and agencies
whose kaupapa will be strengthened
with the protection of this land and the
connections it creates.
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Te Ahu Pātiki is the gazetted name for Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Pātiki and also applies to Mt Bradley.
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Cover: Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Pātiki and Mt Bradley illuminated at sunset. Image Steffan Kraberger

Create a legacy
with this stunning new asset,
the highest place in our natural stadium

With your assistance Te Ahu Pātiki will become
a protected landscape transforming to native forest, visible

a recreational asset for walking, biking and climbing

from Ōtautahi/Christchurch and Whararaupō/Lyttelton

to magnificent summits.

a biodiversity hotspot completing a 1700ha network of
continuous protection from summit to se

 	
Public access on Te Ara Pātaka, the Ōtautahi/Christchurch to
Akaroa tramping network, will be secured
View from Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Pātiki summit. Image Rangiora Tramping Club
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Protect a biodiversity hotspot

“The potential for this site to enhance and
restore large areas of native forest on warm
aspects is a major attribute that is unrivalled
for its potential elsewhere in the Banks
Ecological Region.”
NICK HEAD, SENIOR ECOLOGIST,
CHRISTCHURCH CITY COUNCIL

	Te Ahu Pātiki contains a wide diversity of habitats, predominantly
north facing over an altitudinal range from 200m to 900m,
including sub-alpine summits, bluffs, rocky outcrops, old growth
remnants and regeneration through gorse and open pasture.
	Removing grazing cattle will enable old growth remnants on the
block to replenish and grow new trees.
	Natural regeneration through the gorse nurse canopy covering
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much of the block will transform to mature forest in time as it has
done at renowned Hinewai Reserve near Akaroa.
	Some open pastureland may be planted to provide a fire and
weed break, protect the catchment and create employment.
	Te Ahu Pātiki fills the missing link to create a 1700ha continuous
area of land protected for biodiversity, fulfilling a goal of the
Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust’s Ecological Vision.
Old growth remnant below Mt Bradley bluffs on western side of block. Image Janey Thomas

Te Ahu Pātiki from Rāpaki.

A Hinewai style reserve for Whakaraupō/Lyttelton

Revitalise the catchment
Improving mahinga kai for Whakaraupō/Lyttelton Harbour

Mt Herbert/
Te Ahu Pātiki

Mt Bradley

Te Ahu Pātiki from Rāpaki.
Image Cynthia Roberts

Te Ahu Pātiki is named after
Ngāti Wheke tupuna and
events of significance to
local hapū.

Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke, Canterbury Regional Council (Environment
Canterbury), Lyttelton Port Company Limited, Christchurch City Council,
and Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu with Tāngata Tiaki present:

Whakaraupō/Lyttelton
Harbour Catchment
Management Plan
March 2018

A Catchment Management Plan to restore the ecological and cultural health of
Whakaraupō/Lyttelton Harbour as mahinga kai – wrapping our environment in a
protective korowai for us, and our children after us

Protecting Te Ahu
Patiki supports
the vision of
Whaka Ora –
Healthy Harbour
– the Lyttelton
catchment
management
plan.

	Removing livestock means clean water will flow down the
catchment basin between Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Pātiki and
Mt Bradley protecting Te Wharau stream from summit to sea.
Te Wharau is already protected on its journey through
Orton Bradley Park below Te Ahu Pātiki.
	Water quality of Te Waiake stream on the western side of
Mt Bradley will improve.

Te Wharau stream in Orton Bradley Park.”
Images Ian Luxford
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Secure public access
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to this recreational paradise – part of the Te Ara Patakā tramping network
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Christchurch MP and early
conservationist Harry Ell first
had the vision of tramping
from Christchurch to Akaroa
100 years ago, on a route now
known as Te Ara Pātaka/Summit
Walkway. This purchase secures
its future.

	The new park will open recreational opportunities for walking and mountain
biking and give new access to the formidable Mt Bradley summit.
Te Ahu Pātiki is the missing link needed to secure enduring public access on
Te Ara Patakā - the spectacular summit ridgeline tramping track connecting
the Lyttelton and Akaroa craters.
	A network of other tracks feed up to Te Ara Pātaka from Orton Bradley Park
and the Diamond Harbour ferry jetty.
Trampers on Te Ara Patakā at Mt Herbert/Te Ahu Pātiki with Mt Bradley behind. Image Kay Taylor

Together we can build this legacy
We seek your financial contributions and support

Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust
has committed to purchase this
land and provide half the funding.
We seek partner organisations to contribute
funding and other support for this iconic
purchase. We will also lodge an application
with the government Nature Heritage Fund
Teenagers relax at Mt Herbert Shelter. Image Suky Thompson

for funding. Your support will help this
application process
The land will be legally protected in
perpetuity for the benefit of public access
and native biodiversity. The Rod Donald
Banks Peninsula Trust will be the owner
while the park is established and may then
transfer it to another suitable independent

body also focussed on the public interest.
Neighbouring Orton Bradley Park is our
initial partner and has offered to maintain
the land with their park staff, equipment
and know-how.
Income from carbon credits earned through
future native regeneration will help fund the
ongoing maintenance costs.
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Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust
Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust is a Christchurch
City Council CCO formed in 2010.
Our strategic vision is to:
Develop environmental guardians of the future
through improved public walking and biking
access, enhancing biodiversity, promoting
knowledge and working in partnership with
others who share our commitment to Banks
Peninsula.
Ko te whakawhanake kaitiaki taiao nā
te whakahōu ara hīkoi, ara paihikara, te
whakaniko rerenga rauropi, te whakamana
mātauranga me te mahi tahi ki ngā tāngata
e kaingākau kaha ana ki Te Pātaka o
Rākaihautū hoki.
We have a strong track record of achievement
including:
Developing the Te Ara Pātaka tramping network
Providing Rod Donald Hut en route
	Securing over 450ha of high value biodiversity
land with full public access
	Comprehensively promoting all the walks on
Banks Peninsula.

Site visit with Orton Bradley staff. From left Trustees Cynthia Roberts, Maureen McCloy, Richard Suggate, Bryan Storey, Carol
Jensen (botanist), Ian Luxford (Orton Bradley Park manager), Bob Webster, Paul McNoe, Suky Thompson (Trust manager)

Find out more about the Trust at www.roddonaldtrust.co.nz

Support the Te Ahu Pātiki project to add your logo here

Orton Bradley Park
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