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Moore’s Musings
Welcome to the second annual
newsletter of the Rod Donald Banks
Peninsula Trust.
The Trust has made some great
strides forward since our last
newsletter and now has a raft of
projects in progress furthering
our strategic pillars of Access,
Biodiversity, Knowledge and
Partnership. I’m delighted that we will

Checking progress at the new Rod Donald Hut are. (l-r) Brian Patrick, Stewart Miller,
Suky Thompson, Stuart Wright-Stow, Simon Mortlock, Bob Webster, Andrew Turner and
Garry Moore. The hut will open to the tramping public mid 2015 as a part of the Trust’s
Spine of the Lizard Project

The Trust made a major leap forward earlier in the year when it
acquired a property suitable for providing a second hut for the
Summit Walkway to break the journey between Packhorse Hut
near Gebbies Pass and the Hilltop.
“The Trust had committed to
developing such a hut, but finding
a site and getting consent loomed
as a daunting prospect,” said Trust
Manager Suky Thompson. “However,
luck was on our side when we spotted
a property high in Western Valley
advertised with a small crib on it
and access to the Summit Walkway.
It proved to be ideally located at
the mid-point between the existing
Packhorse Hut and the eastern trail
head at Hilltop. The building was

soon be opening the new tramping
hut along the Summit Walkway as
part of our flagship Spine of the
Lizard project. Additionally two
extensive new areas of regenerating
bush are to be protected in reserves.
You will be able to visit these later
in the year when they open to the
public.
Very reluctantly I have decided to
step down as the Chair of the Trust
at the end of June so that I can focus

ideally suited for a tramping hut.”
An unexpected bonus was that the
previous owner had registered a
QEII National Trust covenant on the
property protecting the regenerating
bush in perpetuity.
“The Trust was able to move quickly
to purchase the property”, say Garry,
“demonstrating our flexibility and ability
to seize opportunities that arise”.
Read more about the new hut and
how it relates to the Spine of the Lizard
project overleaf.
on the pressing issue of affordable
housing. I am very proud of what the
Trust has achieved in setting its path
and making a difference on Banks
Peninsula.
I hope you enjoy
reading of our
progress in this
newsletter.

Spine of the
Lizard
leaps ahead!
“The Trust is very proud to be
leading the Spine of the Lizard
project,” says Garry Moore.
“It furthers Christchurch
MP Harry Ell’s 100 year old
vision to create a walk along
the crater ridgelines from
Christchurch to Akaroa”.
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“We’ve been working with DOC staff
over the last year,” explains Garry,
“and are very pleased that the local
office has now secured internal
funding to improve some track
sections and the waymarking and
signage. We are also just beginning to
work with landowners along the route,
so if your land is crossed by one of
these tracks, please expect us to be in
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The project is being carried out in
conjunction with DOC and will develop
an existing track network including the
Summit Walkway from Gebbies Pass
through to Hilltop and various feeder
tracks such as the Mt.Herbert Walkway
creating a cohesive entity.
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“Gebbies Pass to Hilltop is a 2½ day walk”, says Suky Thompson. “Perfect for starting on
a Friday evening and ending on Sunday afternoon with a drink at Hilltop Hotel.” Another
option is to start at Diamond Harbour for a two day walk to Hilltop, and parts can also be
done as day walks.

touch soon to get your input!”.
“Our aim is to provide a range of
introductory opportunities for people
to explore the outdoors and improve
understanding of the rural and natural
environment. We are particularly keen
to see more Christchurch families
with their children, schools and youth

organisations using this route,” says
Garry, “We are grateful to the private
landowners en route who have allowed
the public across their land for many
years to enjoy this. It’s so easily
accessible, and there are wonderful
views over the city from the summit of
Mt. Herbert.”

HUT CONVERSION
Local builder David Brailsford has been
commissioned to carry out the hut
conversion. “David has been a pleasure
to work with and able to tackle a
multitude of tasks in quite a challenging
environment,” says Suky, “and has
Trustees and partners (pictured l-r, Carol
Jensen, Bob Webster, Belinda and Simon
Mortlock) visited the property prior to
commissioning work to transform the
building to a tramping hut suitable for
sleeping nine and to conform with DOC’s
“Back Country Comfort Seekers Service
Hut” standard.
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sourced second hand materials for
some of the more expensive items such
as the replacement windows.”
The interior fit-out is now complete.
The main room has two tables which
can be pushed together for a large
group, or kept separate if there are
two families staying, and two separate
cooking spaces. The room is heated
with a pot belly stove, and has laundry
racks on pulleys to cope with wet gear.
The bunk room upstairs is separated

by a fire wall and door.
Work is now underway to install a low
maintenance VIP toilet system and a
greywater system based on an ecofriendly humus trench. “Someone in
DOC had a sense of humour when
they came up with the term VIP for
this type of toilet”, laughs Suky. “It
actually stands for ventilation improved
pit toilet, so it’s a pretty humble beast
really”.

Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust

Growing Youth Involvement
The Trust has been involving
young people in its Spine of
the Lizard project both as
users and researchers.
The Trust had invited tramping groups
to trial the hut prior to its opening
for the general public. “This gives
us a chance to test it out in a more
controlled manner”, says Suky, “and
for those groups to give us a hand
with some of the jobs”.
“For example, we were delighted
when Burnside High School Duke
of Edinburgh award co-ordinator

Burnside High School walks the

Spine of the Lizard
The students spent their first night
camping outside the Sign of the
Packhorse Hut after an easy walk in
from Gebbies Pass through the pine
forest.
Day 2 was more challenging, with heavy
rain and Mt. Herbert shrouded in thick

official newsletter

Andrew Smythe took up the
challenge”, says Suky. “His group of
six silver and bronze award students,
age 15 to 17, and fellow teacher
Alison Middlekoop were the first
people to walk the Spine of the Lizard
from Gebbies Pass to Hilltop with
an overnight at the new hut in midJanuary”.
“We’ve also sponsored another
Lincoln University Summer
scholarship”, adds Garry Moore, “and
are equally delighted with the progress
being made by the appointed student
Jessica Hughes Hutton.”

Burnside High Duke of Edinburgh team depart from
Gebbies Pass trail head - from left – Andrew Smythe
(co-ordinator), Ali Pickering, James Smythe, Hugh
Martin, Breanna Henderson, Olivia Burnett, Tash
Cheal, Alison Middlekoop (deputy co-ordinator)

Jessica is researching the demand for
local outdoor recreation opportunities
among Christchurch youth groups and
the implications for the Spine of the
Lizard concept. She has identified over
200 providers in Christchurch and is
making great progress with an on-line
survey backed up by interviews.
We look forward to receiving her
report later in the year.

mist necessitating the use of maps
and compasses, as the waymarking
is yet to be done. The weather had
cleared by the time they reached the
new hut, and the next morning they
hauled a 5000L water tank up the hill
where it will serve as an emergency
fire water storage. After that it was fine
weather with fantastic views all the
way to Hilltop Hotel.
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Banks Peninsula Walking Festival 2014
The second Banks Peninsula Walking Festival expanded on last
year’s offerings and extended over four weekends in November.
This year’s
festival featured
local guides
leading and
interpreting on
over 40 walks,
Left: Lincoln
summer student
Jessica Hughes
Hutton broadened
her knowledge by
joining the guided
walk to the new hut.

with many of them repeated over two
or more weekends, and featured lots
of new walks.
The Trust is involved with organising
the festival and contributing walks
featuring its own projects. The lead
role is taken by Project Lyttelton,
as the Banks Peninsula festival has
grown out of their Lyttelton Walking
festival. Others organisations involved
are Akaroa District Promotions,
Lyttelton Information Centre, and the

Little River/Wairewa
Trust. The festival
is a real grassroots
effort and the walks
offered are led by local people in the
community volunteering as they have
a real passion for them.
This year’s festival featured many
new walks including a guided tour
of Onawe Peninsula and walks
on covenanted land such as at
Fisherman’s Bay and Flea Bay, as well
as old favourites in Hinewai, Orton
Bradley Park, and around Lyttelton.

Spine of the Lizard featured
During the
festival the
Trust ran
two walks featuring
aspects of the Spine of
the Lizard project, including a full
day loop walk from the Orton Bradley
Park and around the south side of Mt.
Bradley to the summit of Mt. Herbert,
and a trip for a preliminary look at the
new hut.
“The walk up from Orton Bradley
gave us a chance to showcase the
work we had done over the last year
to clear the tracks up from Orton
Bradley and around the back of Mt.
Bradley and to check out the degree
of regrowth” says Suky. “It was
also great to gauge responses from
people and get feedback on where
marking was needed”. The group did
a little impromptu extra marking and
mending as it went along – and word

from the later Burnside High group
was that this was helpful.
The hut trip was co-led by Trustee
Bob Webster who, with his botanist
wife Carol Jensen, owns the
neighbouring property where they
are busy protecting old growth forest
and encouraging regeneration.
Bob started the walk with a little
pilgrimage to the site of the old Tom
Cundell Hut (see right) near the
Port Levy Saddle. The quest had
been on to identify the site for some
time, spurred on by Hugh Wilson’s
boyhood memories of stopping there
on family tramping holidays. Bob
and Carol had recently discovered
the remains tucked in the bush.
After paying suitable homage to the
historic site, the group went on to
- tara graveyard at Waipuna
see the to
Saddle before dropping down to
inspect the new Rod Donald Hut.

Onawe

- nanga did a
Te One Tainui from O nuku ru
wonderful job leading a walk on the O nawe
Peninsula to show the excellent new tracks.
He spoke movingly about the historic events
that have taken place here.
4
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Lyttelton
Head to Head
Progress is being made
on the ambitious Head to
Head walkway driven by
the Lyttelton/Mt. Herbert
Community Board.
When funding for the project in the
Council’s Three Year Plan failed to
materialise in the Annual Plan for
2014-15, strong submissions from the
community, including the Trust, were
successful in getting it re-instated.

New Signage with logo
At this stage users can walk from
Lyttelton to Pony Point, Governors
Bay to Ma- ori Gardens or to
Allandale, and on the other side
of the harbour from Charteris Bay
to Diamond Harbour. The new
track from Diamond Harbour to
Purau is currently closed due to
storm damage last autumn, but the
Council is working to re-open it and
to improve the track infrastructure.

Christchurch City Council has erected new
signage on the coastal tracks and reserves
between Lyttelton and Governors Bay.
This has incorporated the new Head to
Head Walkway logo.

Council staff have focussed on using
these funds to improve the existing
track sections from Lyttelton to Pony
Point and around Governors Bay. New
signage featuring a Head to Head
logo has been installed and users
should see significant improvements
to the track infrastructure before the
end of the financial year too.
The Trust is concentrating its efforts
into some of the areas where there
is currently no public access, to see
what can be achieved in support of
the project.
Trustee Simon Mortlock and Trust
Manager Suky Thompson visited
Camp Bay just before Christmas, and
more recently Suky visited Moepuku
Point by kayak with Sarah Pritchett
from Project Lyttelton and native
plant expert Jorge Santos.

Moepuku

Camp Bay
Simon Mortlock at Little Port Cooper.

Camp Bay Farm extends right out to Adderley Head on the southern side of
Lyttelton Harbour, and includes many historic sites such as Little Port Cooper
and Christchurch’s reviled early quarantine station. Simon Mortlock and Suky
Thompson were warmly welcomed by the new owners of the property. Sam
Yeatman and Peter May are working to add tourism to the farm’s merino based
income. The foursome spent an interesting afternoon touring the property and
discussing how controlled walking access might be achieved. The previous
owner closed access to the public some years ago in response to foolish
behaviour and concern over the fire risk on this very dry land, and at this stage it
remains closed.
Moepuku Peninsula, the long
finger of land that stretches out to
Otamahua/Quail Island between
Teddington and Charteris Bay, is
one of Lyttelton Harbour’s most

distinctive features, and locals are
keen that it becomes a reserve.
The land is currently up for sale
and a three lot subdivision has
been approved on it.
“Public ownership of the land may
allow greater access to control
animal pests”, says the Quail
Island Ecological Restoration
Trust, advocating that the Council
purchase the land.
“Our Trust is keeping a watching
brief on this”, says Garry Moore.
“We also see that it may have
strategic value for biodiversity
and for the Lyttelton Head to Head
walkway”.

official newsletter
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New walking products
Last year we reported that we had
pulled together a comprehensive
inventory of all the walks on Banks
Peninsula, mapped them in a
visually appealing way, and were
aiming to provide the maps in an
Overview Book to Visitor Centres
on the Peninsula along with three
new brochures detailing walks in the
Akaroa area.
The new products were released in
early April 2014, since then we have
sold and distributed over 500 copies
of the Overview book and over 4,000
copies of the walking brochures!

The Overview book enables users
to identify which walks they might
be interested in doing and where to
find further information. It maps all
the walks on Banks Peninsula, and
gives brief information about each
such as its length, difficulty and
whether dogs are allowed.
A corresponding website,
www.bpwalks.co.nz, gives the
same information and also includes a
field showing the current track status
which is updated if tracks are closed
due to fallen trees or slips.

The new brochures
complement those provided by
other organisations such as DOC and
give details on walks which they don’t
cover.

Overview Map Book

Look for this cover at peninsula information centres
and bookshops if you’d like a copy.

Brochures
The map book and corresponding
website act as a portal to the
brochures”, says Trust Manager,
Suky Thompson, “and we’ve listed
the brochures produced by a variety
of agencies such as the City Council
and Department of Conservation.
However, in the case of most of the
Akaroa walks, the existing
brochures that had been
produced on a voluntary basis
over the years were outdated
and so the Trust embarked on
a project to replace them with
new brochures”.
The three brochures include
walks within the Akaroa Village,
walks in the countryside
accessible on foot from
Akaroa, and those farther afield
accessible by vehicle.
6
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Walks clustered in the vicinity of Lyttelton, Akaroa, Governors Bay and
Diamond Harbour are mapped on lifelike “orthodrape” images.

The new brochures include colourful
illustrations created by Christchurch
artist Steve Pearce to enable users
to find and follow the routes. “Most
of these routes aren’t that well
signposted”, says Suky, “and often
include little cut-throughs or a short
section on a connecting road, the
illustrations and directions in the
brochures really help you follow

them.” Stories and snippets of
information are also included to read
along the way.
You can purchase the Overview
book and brochures at the DOC
Visitor Centre in the Christchurch
Botanic Gardens, Scorpio Books,
Lyttelton Information Centre, Little
River Information Centre, Little River
Gallery, Akaroa Adventure
Centre, and Pot Pourri in Akaroa.
Some accommodation providers
such as the Akaroa Top10
Holiday Park and the Olive
Grove B&B are also stocking
the brochures to assist their
customers. If you’d like to
purchase them wholesale from
the Trust please email
the Trust Manager using:
suky@roddonaldtrust.co.nz

Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust

Biodiversity gains as two reserves extend
The Rod Donald Trust has joined forces with three other trusts
to enlarge two of the Peninsula’s independent reserves –
primarily for the purpose of biodiversity, with public access
included so that people can enjoy and appreciate its progress.
“The involvement of the New Zealand
Native Forests Restoration Trust,
until now a largely North Island
based organisation introduces a new
and very experienced player onto
the conservation scene of Banks
Peninsula,” say Suky Thompson,
“and we are grateful to Hugh Wilson
from Hinewai for encouraging them
to take an interest in biodiversity

restoration on Banks Peninsula”. As a
result Hinewai will now be effectively
extended into the Akaroa catchment.
“Thanks also go to Graeme Curry
who has been very supportive of the
reserve project.”
The Trust has also worked in
conjunction with the Josef Langer
Trust to secure 105 hectares at Le

Bons Bay to be incorporated into the
Langer Trust’s Panama Reserve.
“Both NZNFRT and Hinewai register
their properties for carbon credits,
and sell them for a higher price
because they are based on genuine
projects to which the public have
access”, explains Suky.
The Trust learnt more about carbon
credits at a workshop hosted at
Landcare in August, and determined
to use the Panama Reserve as a pilot
project.

New reserve above Akaroa borders Hinewai

The Trust is very pleased to be a partner in the creation of a new reserve high
above Akaroa at the top of the Grehan Valley. The 190 hectare reserve on
land formerly farmed by the Curry family borders Hinewai. The land has been
purchased by the New Zealand Native Forests Restoration Trust, and will
managed by Hugh Wilson and his team providing a continuous area of bush
protection with Hinewai and more walking options. The purchase will help
protect the area as a water catchment as a substantial proportion of the Akaroa
water supply comes from the headwaters of the Grehen Valley stream. The City
Council is also making a major contribution toward funding the purchase in
recognition of the catchment protection. As an additional bonus the property
includes the childhood home site of Frank Worsley, captain of the ill-fated
Antarctic Endurance expedition, so there is heritage as well as biodiversity
values to the site.

Panama Reserve extends down toward Le Bons Valley
It’s amazing how this reserve has
grown according to Langer Trust’s
Panama Reserve manager, Robin
Burleigh. “It was only five years ago
that the first block with Panama Rock
was purchased by the Langer Trust,
and then two years ago we secured
what we call the Stones block. Now
with the help of the Rod Donald Trust
the reserve has doubled in size again.
My next job is to develop some
walking tracks linking the new block
to the existing tracks on the Panama
Rock dome so we can get it open for
the public to visit and enjoy”.

official newsletter

The two Trust’s are now working with
the Banks Peninsula Conservation
Trust and carbon credits experts from
Permanent Forests NZ to protect the
reserve with a conservation covenant
and register it for carbon credits under
the Permanent Forest Sink Initiative
scheme.

Lush bush on the reserve extends all the
way up to Panama Rock
Left: Members of the Banks Peninsula
Conservation Trust, Permanent Forests
NZ, Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust
and Josef Langer Trust with the new
reserve in the background.
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New Trustees
sought
If you have enjoyed reading
about the work of the Trust
and feel you have the skills to
contribute at the governance
level, you may be interested
to know that the Trust is
now seeking expressions of
interest from people offering
to serve as Trustees.
The Trust is governed by a group of
nine voluntary Trustees with terms
staggered so that not all fall vacant
at the same time.As well as Garry
Moore stepping down this year, two
long serving Trustees Claudia Reid
and Nuk Korako have terms that
complete at the end of this financial
year. All three were involved with
setting up the Trust and have given
several years of service prior to its
formal inception. “Their contribution
has been outstanding”, says fellow
initial Trustee Stewart Miller, “and I
would particularly like to thank Garry
Moore. Without his efforts the funds
used to support this Trust would have
disappeared”.
In reviewing new candidates the Trust
will seek to ensure it has a balance
of representation from people with a
good knowledge of Banks Peninsula,
suitable skills and experience to
participate effectively as part of its
governance team, and with sufficient
time available. Currently the Trust
meets every six weeks and the overall
estimated workload is 80 to 100
hours per year.

Carbon Credits Workshop
The Trust held a workshop in August
to investigate whether registering
native forest restoration properties
for carbon credits can assist with
their long term financial sustainability
and to explore if there is a role for the
Trust in co-ordinating registrations.
“A big thanks to Ann Smith of

Above: Mark Belton from Permanent Forests
NZ presents at the carbon credits workshop

Enviromark at Landcare for hosting
us”, says Suky, “to our speakers,
Ann and the Beltons from Permanent
Forests NZ, and to members of
Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust,
Langer Trust and QEII for attending”.

Plant Life on Banks Peninsula
Many of you will remember the packed celebration at
Little River when Hugh Wilson launched his definitive
reference book on the plants of Banks Peninsula. The
Trust was very proud to have played a small part in
helping with the publication of this wonderful book
covering all the native and most exotic plants found on
Banks Peninsula, complete with colour illustrations.
The first print run sold out almost straight after the
launch, and a reprint was arranged. The book is
available at Scorpio Books in Christchurch, Banks
Peninsula book retailers or order direct from
www.manukapress.co.nz

The current team

Day to day work is carried out by the
Trust’s manager, Suky Thompson.
Postal Address:
Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust
PO Box 5
Little River
Banks Peninsula 7591
or email the Trust Manager
suky@roddonaldtrust.co.nz

From left Trustees Stuart Wright-Stow, Stewart Miller, Andrew Turner, Garry Moore, Simon
Mortlock, Manager Suky Thompson, Bob Webster, Brian Patrick and Claudia Reid at the
Trust’s annual strategic planning meeting, held this year at the delightful Okuti Gardens.
(not pictured, Nuk Korako).

For information on registering an expression of interest in the Trustee positions
and more information on the Trust’s projects, please visit the website
www.roddonaldtrust.co.nz

