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Te Ara Pātaka/Summit Walkway 
formally opens  
A hundred year milestone achieved 

100 years ago, building work 
commenced on the Sign of the 
Packhorse Hut, high on the Lyttleton 
crater rim. It was designed as a rest 
house on Christchurch MP Harry Ell’s 
visionary summit recreational route. 
The route was far from complete 
when Ell died, but his vision lived on, 
with different enthusiasts extending 
the summit route through to Hilltop 
and creating connecting tracks to 
the valleys below. However, with 
no organisation in overall charge, 
this network of lovely tracks had 
been patchily maintained and often 
neglected over the years. In 2013 the 
Trust and DOC formed a partnership 
to upgrade them into a cohesive 
and well managed network with the 
aim of increasing participation from 
Christchurch families. Our goal was 
to formally opening in 2016 and we 
were delighted when Harry Ell’s 
great-grandaughter, Professor Paula 
Jameson, agreed to be the keynote 
speaker and make it a centenary for 
Harry Ell too. 

AUGUST 2017

Keynote speaker Paula Jameson with Christchurch Deputy Mayor/ Rod Donald Trustee Andrew 
Turner and Trust Manager Suky Thompson unveil one of the new Te Ara Pätaka signs.From the Chair

Our core pillars Access, Biodiversity, 
Knowledge and Partnership are 
future focussed. Encouraging the next 
generation to enjoy the great outdoors is 
part of building environmental stewards 
of the future. We are thrilled with the 
response from Christchurch youth 
groups and families since the formal 
opening of Te Ara Pätaka shown by 
the high usage of Rod Donald and 
Packhorse Hut. 

Our next partnership with DOC will see 
us transform a little-used cottage on 
Ötamahua/Quail Island into a family 
friendly hut. What fun! 

As our financial year ends, we fondly 
farewell Trustees Stuart Wright-Stow, 
Debbie Tikao and Brian Patrick and 
thank them for exceptional service. We 
are excited to welcome Bryan Storey, 
Richard Suggate, Maureen McCloy and 
Paul McNoe aboard and look forward 
to their contributions. I thank our partner 
organisations, our manager Suky 
Thompson, and our loyal contractors for 

making our projects 
over the past year a 
success, and hope 
you enjoy reading 
more about them.

Simon Mortlock  
Chair 

Matt Clemens, Harry Ell’s great great 
grandson, with the Packhorse Hut 1916 
commemorative stone behind him.
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Te Ara Pätaka formally 
opened on 26 November – 
the final event in 2016 Banks 

Peninsula Walking Festival. 

Despite strong cold norwest winds, 
100 trampers converged at Mt Herbert 
Shelter to hear speeches and celebrate. 
Keynote speaker Paula Jameson 
spoke of her great-grandfather Harry 
Ell's original vision for the route, and 
of her father John Jameson’s work in 
establishing the Summit Road Society. 
Now in his late 90s, John was pleased 
to hear of the progress made by the 
Trust and DOC, although sad he could 
not attend. Several other Ell family 
descendants also made the trek, with 
Paula, her husband John Clemens 
and their son Matt walking the entire 
route from Hilltop to Gebbies Pass. 
Other speakers included Mt Herbert 
landowner Philip King, Andy Roberts 
and Andy Thompson from DOC, 
Christchurch deputy mayor Andrew 
Turner and Trust chair Simon Mortlock. 
Copies of the brand new Te Ara Pätaka 
brochure were handed out “We just 
managed to get the brochure finished 
in time to hand out on Mt Herbert”, says 
Andy Thompson, DOC Mahaanui Area 
Manager, “it's been a great joint effort 
between DOC and the Trust”. Walkers 

Loudon Farm owner Phillip King welcomed guests. Loudon includes the summit of Mt Herbert and is crossed by several of the tracks. 

Te Ara Pātaka Formal opening
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Formal opening celebrated these milestones 

•  Rod Donald Hut providing the second night of 
accommodation

• Waymarking and directional signage on the whole route

•  Major track upgrades in Montgomery Reserve, Mt Bradley 
and Mt Fitzgerald make the track much easier to tramp

• New brochure and listing on DOC website entry

• Huts on the DOC booking system make it family friendly
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Published by: 
Department of ConservationMahaanui/Sockburn officePO Box 11089

Sockburn 8443, ChristchurchNew Zealand 
November 2016
Editing and design:
Publishing Team, DOC National Office
Text and images (unless otherwise credited): Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust

R
10

17
31

Cover: Remnant tōtara make the distinctive landscape of Waipuna Saddle. Photo: Andrew Smythe 
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Public transport 
Catch public bus #28 from central Christchurch to Lyttelton, 
and then the ferry to Diamond Harbour. Bus and ferry timetables are available on www.metroinfo.co.nz.Akaroa Shuttle and Akaroa French Connection provide services between Christchurch and Akaroa, and can stop or 

pick up at Hilltop Tavern on request. If you book to catch the bus at the end of your walk at Hilltop, make sure you let 
them know to call at the Tavern. Be there 15 min after the bus 
departure time from Akaroa.• For Akaroa Shuttle book via www.akaroashuttle.co.nz or ring 0800 500 929. 

• For Akaroa French Connection book via www.akaroabus.co.nz or ring 0800 800 575.It is an excellent 2-day trip using public transport starting 
at Diamond Harbour jetty, staying overnight at Rod Donald 
Hut, and catching a shuttle from Hilltop Tavern back to Christchurch.

Further information
• Contact DOC Christchurch Visitor Centre for all enquiries 

about Te Ara Pātaka.
• See the Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust website for more information about the Trust. www.roddonaldtrust.co.nz• Visit www.bpwalks.co.nz for information on all Banks Peninsula walks. 

Hut fees per night

Make sure you display proof of your booking next to your bunks. 
Camping is permitted only by Sign of the Packhorse Hut. 
You need to pre-purchase camping tickets – there is a marked 
container next to the hut for the ticket stubs. There is no pre-
booking for camping (it’s ‘first in, best served’).Mountain biking on Te Ara PātakaOnly some tracks are open to mountain biking. From Gebbies Pass, mountain bikes are permitted only as far as Sign of the Packhorse Hut (return the same way). From 

Port Levy saddle east the track is open for mountain biking, 
except through Montgomery Park Scenic Reserve. Bikes need 
to use the alternative exit route via Pettigrews Road. The short track down to Rod Donald Hut is not suitable for bikes 
– either leave them at the top, or be prepared to push them up 
and down the hut track. 

Adult 
(18+ years)

Youth 
(11–17 
years)

Child/infant 
(0–10 years)

Sign of the 
Packhorse Hut

$15.00 $7.50 Free
Camping at Sign 
of the Packhorse 
Hut

$5.00 
(basic hut 
ticket)

$2.50 
(basic hut 
ticket)

Free

Rod Donald Hut $15.00 $7.50 $7.50

Sign of the Packhorse Hut. Photo: DOC

This map of Te Ara Pātaka features in the new brochure.
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will find the new brochure at the DOC 
information centre in Christchurch 
and all Banks Peninsula information 
centres. The DOC website includes 
a full description of the track and the 
huts must be booked online using  
this site.

What next for Te Ara Pätaka

“The formal opening isn’t the end of 
the work for Te Ara Pätaka,” says 
Trust Manager Suky Thompson. 
“In fact, we have probably done the 
easier bits!”. The Trust has a long 
list of goals to still achieve, including 
securing long term public access on 
all sections of the track, building a 
couple of day shelters and adding 
map boards and interpretation 
signage.

Steps to a sustainable 
future

The challenge ahead is to manage 
Te Ara Pätaka sustainably into the 
future. Trust Manager Suky Thompson 
was pleased to attend the Sustainable 
Trails conference held recently in 
Thredbo. “The conference was a 
first on this topic”, says Suky, “and it 
helped to clarify that most other long 

100 trampers converged on Mt Herbert from six different directions as part of the Walking Festival.

distance trails are managed by special 
purpose charitable trusts, working to 
manage these trails in a holistic and 
sustainable manner, in conjunction 
with local and parks authorities”. 
The Trust is now planning to work 
with Department of Conservation 
and Christchurch City Council to set 
up some form of long term body to 
manage Te Ara Pätaka, recognising 
that the network of trails cross land 

The Trust is working to add this totara remnant 
forest to Montgomery Reserve.

Andy Thompson has been a champion for  
Te Ara Pätaka within DOC. Now he is 
proving a dynamo in his new role as 
manager of the DOC Mahaanui office. 

Trustee Bob Webster examines a new 
mountain bike gate.

owned by multiple agencies as well 
as private land “Its early days yet”, 
says Suky, “but using other trails as 
an example, a body representing the 
agencies, users, private landowners 
and other interested parties such as 
rünanga and business could be set 
up to oversee the whole network, with 
some level of volunteer trail stewardship 
to help get the simple jobs done 
leaving the agencies to deal with more 
complex maintenance issues. If you are 
interested in becoming a steward for 
one of the track sections, we’d love to 
hear from you.” 
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Rod Donald Hut bookings show that 
the Trust’s goal of reaching out to 
young people is working.

Redwood Scouts happy to make good use of the Rod Donald Hut drying facilities! 

The Banks Peninsula 
Walking Festival is rapidly 
becoming an institution. 
The only pan-Peninsula 
event, it's co-produced by 
Project Lyttelton, Akaroa 
District Promotions, Little 
River/Wairewa Community 
Trust and Rod Donald 
Trust.

“The Banks Peninsula Walking 
Festival provides a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase new walks 
and reserves”, says 2016 Festival 
organiser Sarah Pritchett. “The 2016 

Rod Donald Hut Usage 

Chris Sharman, 
Christchurch City 
Council GIS expert 
by day, and Scout 
Leader by night 
keeps finding 
creative ways to 
use Te Ara Pätaka, 
Such as Omaka 
Venturer Scouts on 
a night hike to Rod 
Donald Hut 

Month Adults Under 18s
July 60 48
August 30 12
September 23 21
October 58 50
November 58 17
December 116 72
January 136 95
February 97 22
March 67 17
April 89 67
May 48 18
June 65 21

Banks Peninsula Walking Festival 2015 

2016-17 occupancy 
41% capacity across the year 

35% users under 18
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Festival enabled us to offer places to 
the public as well as invited guests to 
the formal opening of Te Ara Pätaka”.

Two brand new walks, showcased by 
Christchurch City Council rangers, 
were a superb track linking Okuti 
Valley to Hilltop, and the stock track 
down from Bossu Road to Te Oka, 
one of the Southern Bays. 

A walk at Godley Head including 
a visit to the penguin colony at 
Boulder Bay was a big hit, as 
were old favourites Grunts and 
Dykes at Panama Reserve, Pa 
Bay and Backyards of Lyttelton. 
Creative new ideas from community 
volunteer guides include Photogenic 
Whakaraupó and Sketch-a-Walk.

2017 Festival
“Planning is well underway for the 2017 festival,” says this 
year’s co-ordinator Sue Church, “with an exciting program 
shaping up." 

New features this year will include 
a focus on fire recovery, Hinewai 
Reserve’s 30th anniversary; walks 
through private covenants in remote 
locations; visits to reserves about 
to get new management plans, and 

the launch of the new Diamond 
Harbour brochure. Some of our 
popular favourites such as Penguins 
at Godley Head, geology with Sam 
Hampton and Lyttelton Backyards 
will be repeated.

“We were delighted to use this image 
sent to us by Stephanie Barbier from 
Youthtown to promote the festival”, says 
organiser Sarah Pritchett. The Festival 
included a “Target Screenagers” 
push to get young people out into the 
environment.

 “CCC Ranger Nick Singleton was justifiably proud of the new Okuti Track that he has worked 
hard to develop”, says Rod Donald Trustee Chrissie Williams (centre). “I thoroughly enjoyed his 
walk up from Okuti Valley to Hilltop”.

Godley Head walkers got up close with 
penguins under the watchful guidance of 
penguin nurse Thomas Stracke, and penguin 
expert Chris Challies.
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Trust Manager Suky Thompson and 
the Diamond Harbour Community 
Association are collaborating on a new 
walking brochure featuring a series 
of loop tracks starting at the Diamond 
Harbour jetty. “I'm blown away by the 
Diamond Harbour community spirit 
and will include this as theme in the 
brochure”, says Suky. “The School 
Track built by Pete Ozich with support 
from the Community Association 
is inspirational and shows what 
can be achieved on a shoe string 
with people power”. “We’ve planted 
natives alongside the track to reduce 
maintenance longer term,” says Pete. 
“I put a water butt at each end of the 
track and some buckets with a sign 
saying Water as you Walk, and the 
plants got watered all summer”, says 

Pete. “So after that I put out 18 cubic 
metres of Teddington mix in piles 
wherever the track crossed a road with 
some more buckets and signs saying 
"Gravel as you Travel" and suggesting 
people carried what they could and 
dumped it on the muddiest place they 
found. When I came back after winter 

18 cubic meters of gravel had moved”. 
“Don’t miss Pete’s walk in the Walking 
Festival”, says Suky. “His stories of 
achieving this track and the results 
he has achieved through planting are 
incredible, and it's in by far the best nick 
of all the tracks in Diamond Harbour.”

“The legendary John Watson and legend in the making Mr Pete Ozich” is how new Trustee and Diamond Harbour Community Association chair 
Richard Suggate describes this pair. Between them they are responsible for many of the wonderful tracks in Diamond Harbour.

Lyttelton 
Head to Head 
walkway
The Diamond Harbour Coastal Cliff 
Tracks form part of the aspirational 
Head to Head Walkway. Currently 
they are rough and muddy when 
wet, but should get a spruce up by 
Council as Head to Head walkway 
improvements make their way around 
the coast. 

Diamond Harbour resident Sandy Steentjes on the cliff track to Church Bay.

The same spot four years later – the natives have grown even faster than Pete’s daughter 
Charlotte.

Diamond Harbour Brochure
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Walking Access 
– the Curly Questions
“The Trust isn’t just user focussed”, 
says Trustee Bob Webster. “Many 
tracks on Banks Peninsula cross 
private farm or conservation land, 
and we try to work closely with 
landowners too”. The Trust recently 
invited landowners with walks across 
their properties to pose their questions 
around health, safety and public 
liability to a panel of experts. “We thank 
Geoff Holgate from Walking Access 
Commission for pulling together the 
panel, and the many landowners who 
took the time to come and post their 
curly questions”, says Suky Thompson. 
Take-outs from the day for the Trust 
include working to provide some 
standard wording for signage on tracks 
across Banks Peninsula and working 
with the Council to deal with the issues 
of vehicles on unformed legal roads. A 
report from the day is available on the 
Trust’s website.

Panel members Donna Burt – Worksafe, 
Ashley Jane Lodge-Cavell Leitch, Ric 
Cullinane and Geoff Holgate – Walking 
Access Commission, Andy Thompson – 
DOC, and Lynda Murchison – Federated 
Farmers answer questions on stock, 
unformed legal roads, signage and 
landowners assisting the public.

Walking access seminar 

key findings

•  Visitors have responsibilities to 
look after their own safety and 
for their decisions about the 
risks they take. 

•  The Health and Safety Act only 
applies around farm buildings 
and where work is actively 
taking place on farms, not to 
unattended stock grazing. 

•  Landowners and managers 
should be cognisant of public 
walking tracks through their 
land and take reasonable steps 
and precautions to ensure 
public safety.

•  Where tracks are provided 
or managed by an agency 
such as DOC, that agency 
is principally responsible for 
managing visitors.

Council plans and 
strategies

“The Trust will be busy making 
submissions this year”, says Simon 
Mortlock. “The Council is planning 
to release four different plans and 
strategies affecting our core pillars 
of Access and Biodiversity this year. 
We’re already working on ways to 
get the public engaged to make 
submissions and make the most of 
these opportunities.” Keep an eye 
on the Trust’s website and we will 
post information and our views and 
submissions as the consultation 
processes progress.

Misty Peaks and Te Oka 
Reserves

Christchurch City Council purchased 
large areas of land above Akaroa 
and in the Southern Bays soon after 
the merger. To date these have been 
grazed and had limited public access, 
but that could be set to change once 
the new Reserve Management Plans 
are developed and adopted. The 
Council has announced it will release 
these for consultation in November, 
and Council Ranger Nick Singleton 
has taken up the Trust’s suggestion of 
running walks in the Walking Festival 
through both so people can check out 
these interesting places in more depth 
and make informed submissions on 
the draft plans.

Natural Heritage Strategy

The Council plans to replace its 
Public Open Space and Biodiversity 
Strategies with a new combined 
Natural Heritage Strategy, despite both 
having 20 years to run. The Trust has 
been using the Public Open Space 
Strategy as the overarching framework 
for its own Walking Strategy. “While 
the earthquakes mean opportunities 
for access and biodiversity have 
changed dramatically in Christchurch, 
things haven’t changed much on 
Banks Peninsula and we are wary of 
losing the baby with the bathwater”, 
says Suky Thompson. The Trust 
is also concerned a new planning 
process may divert scarce funds from 
much needed implementation work on 
the ground. 

Banks Peninsula Reserve 
Management Plan

At the request of the Banks Peninsula 
Community, Council has allocated 
$50,000 for development of a Banks 
Peninsula Reserves Management 
Plan to cover reserves that don’t have 
individual plans. Another process to 
keep an eye on!

Te Oka Reserve    Misty Peaks Reserve
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Banks Peninsula 
Predator Free
Could Banks Peninsula be one of 
the first areas to become Predator 
Free under the government’s 
initiative? The Trust is part of a 
consortium with DOC, Banks 
Peninsula Conservation Trust, 
Christchurch City Council, 
Environment Canterbury and 
rúnanga preparing a bid under the 
new scheme to become one of the 
test areas.

The Trust and DOC are embarking on 
a new project to repurpose the historic 
caretakers cottage on Quail Island 
into family friendly accommodation. 
“This builds on our successful 
Te Ara Pätaka partnership,” says 
Andy Thompson, DOC Mahaanui 
Area Manager, “and we’ll put the 
new accommodation on the DOC 
booking system as this has been 
so effective in enabling families to 

use the Packhorse and Rod Donald 
Huts”. Trust builder David Brailsford 
will renovate the cottage changing it 
from a little used interpretation centre 
into back country hut accommodation 
with a large kitchen/lounge heated 
by a woodburner and two bunkrooms 
sleeping up to 12 people. The aim is 
to have the new accommodation open 
by the coming summer.

The Trust worked with Christchurch 
City Council to re-develop the Akaroa 
Country Walks signage, upgrading two 
existing signs and installing new ones 
at the Heritage Park and on Grehan 
Valley Road. “The existing signs had 
been created in 2009”, says Suky 
Thompson, “and its amazing how 

Akaroa walking opportunities have 
developed since then with the addition 
of both the Misty Peaks tracks and the 
Purple Peak Curry Reserve.” Colour 
coding has been used on the new 
signs after feedback from walkers that 
this made the tracks easier to follow. 

Akaroa Country Walks signage

Andy Thompson, David Brailsford and members of the Ötamahau/Quail Island Trust visit the Caretakers 
cottage to discuss the job.

Woodills South 
track
The Trust is pleased to have secured 
access on the Woodills South 
Track, one of the popular Akaroa 
Country Walks. “The Trust was able 
to purchase the land on the open 
market,” says Simon Mortlock. “Our 
intention is to onsell the land once 
public access on the track has 
been protected in perpetuity with 
an easement. As a bonus, we are 
protecting the regenerating bush with 
a Banks Peninsula Conservation 
Trust covenant”.

Young trampers figure out their location using the new Akaroa Country Walks sign at the Purple Peak trail head

Ōtamahua/Quail Island 
accommodation

Large Kahikatea on the Woodills South land will 
soon be protected with a covenant. The Old Man’s 
Beard surrounding it will be despatched!
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Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust strides ahead

The Rod Donald Trust recognises the 
excellent work of Banks Peninsula 
Conservation Trust and helps fund it 
as the best way to support our own 
biodiversity aspirations. 

“We support the Ecological 
Vision launched by BPCT this 
year”, say Trustee Cynthia 
Roberts, “and congratulate it 
for winning the Green Ribbon 
Community Leadership award 
for its Wildside project”. 

We also congratulate BPCT on their 
recent well attended AGM and panel 
discussion on achieving pest free 
status. 

 
 Predator Free HOW HARD IS IT?

Student Max Curnow updates an appreciative audience drawn from Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust, Summit Road 
Society, Environment Canterbury, Landcare and his supervisor Geoff Kerr on the expensive reality of complete predator 
eradication. It could cost up to $134 million to achieve on Banks Peninsula alone.

The Trust supported Lincoln student 
Max Curnow to scope what might be 
involved in achieving predator free 
status on Banks Peninsula. Max did 
an excellent job of quantifying the 

work involved and potential costs 
involved. Lincoln University have 
released the  research as a LEAP 
Research Paper 44.

2050 Ecological Vision 

for Banks Peninsula 

Wildside co-ordinator Marie Haley and Rebecca 
Parish from the Banks Peninsula Conservation 
Trust accepted the 2017 Green Ribbon Award for 
Community Leadership .

We believe that 

conservation is 

about people. 

 
 
  

Human predators 
can be pests too!

PROTECT OUR MARINE 
SPECIES 

“If you suspect illegal  

fish poaching call  
0800 4 POACHER 

and try to get photos,  
especially car rego’s”,  

– MPI Fishery officer Liz Hanna 

Ecological Vision goals: 

• protecting all old growth remnants; 

• protecting rare ecosystems; 

•  managing connections between land 
and marine habitats; 

•  having four core indigenous forest  
areas of more than 1000ha protected; 

•  productive land also supporting 
biodiversity; 

•  an increasing abundance of 
indigenous flora and fauna; 

•  two locally extinct species re-
introduced; and

•  Banks Peninsula effectively pest free. 
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Passing on 
Panama
The Rod Donald 
Trust passed 
the land it has 
temporarily owned 
adjoining Panama 
Reserve to the Josef 
Langer Trust this 
year as planned. 
The Langer Trust 
will place a Banks 
Peninsula Conservation Trust covenant 
over the entire reserve, develop a walk 
up from the new lower part to the more 
established upper areas and install a 
single family camping site. Reserve 
Manager Robin Burleigh has run the 
popular “Grunts and Dykes” walk through 
the reserve in the last two walking 
festivals.

Sad times for Summit Road Society

Orton Bradley Park powers ahead

“Orton Bradley Park will prove a 
popular destination for walkers once 
they realise they can walk from 
Diamond Harbour jetty and get lunch 
there!” says Suky Thompson, who was 
delighted to learn that the new café 
had been popular and will continue this 
summer in a slightly different format. 
Things are looking good at the Park 

all round, with Manson’s cottage, one 
of the oldest buildings in Canterbury 
being rebuilt. “We intend to have it 
open this summer and functioning as 
our front entrance, staff office and a 
museum focussed on local history” 
says park manager Ian Luxford.  
Visitors will be able to pick up the park 
map and explore the many attractions. 

The café will be open Wednesday to 
Sunday from October, and seven days 
a week over Christmas and January”, 
says Ian. “The Spring Fair runs on 
Labour weekend and I’ll be guiding a 
walk in the Walking Festival for those 
wanting to get a real feel for the place.”

Friend of Orton Bradley member Dennis Clough catches up with Ian Luxford at Mansons cottage having walked over from Church Bay.

Our hearts went out to the Summit 
Road Society as they suffered a 
shocking loss in the Port Hills fire in 
April. Years of work making tracks and 
facilitating native regeneration was set 
back as the fire’s southern flank swept 
through the Ohinetahi reserve. The 
fortitude and resilience of the Society 
was shown as it bounced back rapidly 

with tracks re-opened and a massive 
planting programme supported by the 
Student Volunteer Army. Come and 
hear the story and examine the results 
with Summit Road Society stalwart 
Mike White in the upcoming Walking 
Festival, which has fire recovery 
and ongoing prevention as one of its 
themes. 

Atop Panama Rock with Robin 
Burleigh
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Looking Forward
Plans for the next 5 years include:

>  securing walking access on the 
popular Woodills South track  
at Akaroa 

>  securing public access along the 
Te Ara Pätaka track, developing 
maps and shelters, and eventually 
extending it to connect to Akaroa 
and/or the Southern Bays; 

>  developing accommodation on 

Ötamahua/Quail Island jointly with 
the Department of Conservation; 

>  managing, maintaining and 
developing the Trust’s existing 
assets including Rod Donald Hut, 
a suite of walking information 
products and the annual Banks 
Peninsula Walking Festival;

>  supporting development of the 
Head to Head walkway around 
Lyttelton Harbour/Whakaraupó;

>  supporting the Banks Peninsula 
Conservation Trust and its vision 
to create a pest free Banks 
Peninsula;

>  better understanding carbon 
offsetting and how we can use it to 
support biodiversity;

>  developing more walking and 
cycling opportunities from 
Little River.

Looking Back

The concept of an environmental trust 
to secure Banks Peninsula District 
Council endowment funds for the area 
emerged just before that council was 
abolished. After public consultation 
supported the proposed objectives 
and honouring Green Party leader 
Rod Donald in the name, the Trust was 
formed in 2010.

Former mayor Garry Moore chaired 
the Trust as it found its feet, first with 
a stocktake identifying how to support 
groups with overlapping interests and 
then clarifying its four strategic pillars: 
Access, Biodiversity, Knowledge, and 
Partnership. Early in 2012 the Trust 
determined to expend its funds on 
projects leaving an enduring legacy 
and embarked on its first 5-year 
tranche of work.

It is our 
pleasure to 
share with you 
a few highlights 
of this first five 
year period, 
ending in  
June 2017.

Highly respected MP Rod Donald stood in the 
Banks Peninsula constituency prior to his untimely 
death.

2012 Co-funding purchase of Saddle Hill Reserve

 

2013 Supporting the publication of Hugh 
Wilson’s “Plant Life on Banks Peninsula”

2012 Funding support for Banks Peninsula 
Conservation Trust
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Car Park

Childrens Bay

Stony Bay Peak/ Taraterehu, 
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Main Beach

Hinewai Reserve: 

includes Stony Bay Peak and 

13kms of tracks on other side

Main Wharf

Akaroa Lighthouse
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Dalys Wharf
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Flag Peak
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Lighthouse Road
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Stanley Park
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Flea Bay Road 
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Tree Crop
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Worsley House site
Purple Peak 

Curry Reserve
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 Te Piki o Te Ake

Purple Peak Misty Peaks 
Reserve

Browntop 
Saddle

Grehan Valley Rd
 (Parking. No vehicles 

 beyond here.) Aylmers Valley Road

Skyline Beech Lookout

Brocheries Road trail head 

parking behind ridge. 

Access from Cabstand corner

Long Bay Road

access from SH75

Heritage Park
(Reserve car parking here) 

Stony Bay 

trail head 

Akaroa

Monument/
Te Pohue/

Te Heru o Kahukura

Mt. Herbert/

Te Ahu Patiki
Little Mt. Herbert Mt. Bradley

Lookout Spur
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Shelter
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Jetty

Diamond Harbour

Jetty

Church Bay

Black Point

Charteris Bay Yacht Club

Car ParkOrton Bradley
Park

Hunters 
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-tamahua /  Quail Island 

Access Quail Island on Black 

Cat Ferry from Lyttelton

Access Diamond Harbour 

on Ferry from Lyttelton

Stoddart Point
Reserve

Sign of the Packhorse Hut

Purau

To Gebbies 

Pass Road

To Port Levy
Saddle To Packhorse Hut

Diamond Harbour
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Marleys Hill
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Allandale Car Park
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Memorial
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Castle Rock/

Te Tihi o KahukuraThe Tors

Magazine Bay / 
Tāpoa
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Cass Bay /  

Motu-kauati-rahi

Crater rim 

walkway is on 

city side of 

Mt. Pleasant

Bridle Path

Pony Point / O
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Lyttelton / Ōhinehou Inner Harbour
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RoadMajor Hornbrook 

Reserve Entrance

Crater Rim 
walkway

Lyttelton Information Centre

Tunnel Entrance

Urumau Reserve 
Entrance

Whakaraupō 

Reserve Entrance

Governors Bay Road 

to Lyttelton

Rapaki

Lyttelton

Safety is your responsibility 

– plan, prepare and equip yourself well

Choose an appropriate walk for your abilities from this book, 

pick up a detailed brochure and follow the safety tips

Trampers – Banks Peninsula New Topo topographical map 

highly recommended

See www.bpwalks.co.nz for current track status

Sealed Roads

Unsealed roads
(unsuitable for campervans)

State Highway 75

Walking Tracks

Tramping (Hiking) Tracks

Te Ara Pātaka

Book and images copyright Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust, 2017. No reproduction without written permission. Concept and research by Peninsula Projects. Graphic Design by RGB Design and Print.

Information current as of March 2017

This book lists the walking and tramping tracks on 

Banks Peninsula.

Use the maps and tables inside to choose a track 

that suits your ability and requirements.

Before departing obtain the further information 

brochure listed for your chosen track – you will 

need this to locate the start and follow the track.
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Points of Interest on Coastal Walk1   Baden Norris Reserve is named for the former Lyttelton 

Museum curator.2   British Hotel – farewell dinners for Captain Scott’s 1901 

Antarctic Expedition were held here, a reminder of Lyttelton’s 

long role as the gateway to Antarctica.
3   Pilgrim’s Rock commemorates the arrival of the first Four 

British Settler Ships for the Canterbury Settlement.

4   Site of first telegraph in NZ – sent in 1862 from a building 

here.
5   Mitre Hotel was established in 1849, Canterbury’s oldest 

tavern. The existing Art Deco earthquake damaged building 

is the third incarnation with the first two wooden hotels 

succumbing to fires in 1875 and 1926. 

6   Sutton Reserve commemorates the original port and has a 

carved pou by local carver Caine Tauwhare that represents 

Hinehouroko, an ancestor of the first Ma-ori who occupied 

O-hinehou (Lyttelton). 7   Lyttelton Tunnel opened on 27 February 1964 and is NZ’s 

longest road tunnel at 1970 metres. Pedestrians and cyclists 

are not allowed to use the tunnel. 8   Graving Dock – the South Island’s only dry dock can be seen 

from Brittan Terrace. It was completed in 1892. 
9   Fort Erskine – Historic remains of coastal defences erected in 

1885 when a Russian invasion was feared.
10  Torpedo Boat Museum – formerly the Powder Magazine 

Building and now housing the Torpedo Boat. Long buried 

on Purau Beach and relocated here in 1999. Museum open 

Sunday 1pm-3pm and for group bookings. Features a fantastic 

video telling the extraordinary story. Small entrance fee.

11   Corsair Bay was named after a whaling brigantine that drifted 

onto rocks in 1861. 12   Cass Bay is named after an early surveyor Thomas Cass. 

13  Pony Point Reserve marks the boundary between Cass Bay 

and the Ma-ori settlement of Ra-paki. A carved pou, also by 

Caine Tauwhare, bench seats, and a grassy area overlooking 

the harbour-make it perfect for picnics.

WALKS
COASTAL WALK TO PONY POINT RESERVE   NOOKS AND CRANNIES 
HALF DAY TRAMPS/HIKES
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Lyttelton and Coastal Walk to Pony Point

LYTTELTON TOWN AND  HILLS WALKS

The Trust exists to foster sustainable management and 

conservation in partnership with others and to improve public 

access to assist with understanding of the environment. 

Purchase of this brochure helps to fund the work of the Trust. 

Read about the Trust at  www.roddonaldtrust.co.nz

PRINTED ON RECYCLED/FSC CERTIFIED PAPER

OTHER BROCHURES AVAILABLE IN THIS SERIES
Akaroa Village WalksDiamond Harbour and Bays

 1
 Coastal Walk To Pony Point ReserveA coastal meander with views over Lyttlelton port visiting historic sites, sandy swimming beaches and ending 
at an elevated scenic reserve. Ideal for 
families and part of the Head to Head 
walkway.

Directions from Information Centre: 
Head down Oxford St and cross Norwich Quay using the pedestrian crossing. Watch for trucks. Turn right onto Norwich Quay, past Sutton Reserve and the tunnel roundabout. Turn left onto Godley Quay. Take the first right onto Voelas Rd, then left onto Brittain Tce. Continue until you reach a white gate with a Head to Head 

sign to Naval Point. Follow the track downhill. At the first junction you can make a side trip to the remains of Fort 
Erskine. At the next junction take the 

path towards Naval Point to visit the Torpedo Boat Museum and 

Magazine Bay, or carry straight on towards Corsair Bay. 
Directions from Naval Point: Park near the yacht club at the 

end of Charlotte Jane Quay. Walk behind the yacht club and 

follow the little track to the Torpedo Boat Museum and  

Magazine Bay. 
From Magazine Bay cross the grass and go up the steps to 

the main track. There is a short section that may be slippery at 

the top of the steps. At the next junction take the lower track 

to Corsair Bay. When leaving Corsair Bay the track continues 

above the coastline and past a tiny beach. Keep on the coastal 

track until you reach the first part of Cass Bay beach. From 

here carry along the top of the cliff and then down to the main 

Cass Bay beach. At the end of the beach cross the stream – this 

involves a bit of boulder hopping – and then go up the concrete 

boat ramp. Take the path to the right of the toilets and follow the 

coastal track to the left to make a gentle climb up to Pony Point 

Reserve. Make a loop return to Cass Bay on the short steep path 

starting at the road end of the reserve. No public access past Pony Point. 

Info Centre – Pony Point  2 hours one way (4.4km)  Bus back to Lyttelton.  Naval Point – Pony Point 1½ hours one way.   
Good walking shoes needed. 

Some hill walking. Suitable for rugged pushchairs.

Purchase of this brochure helps to fund the 
work of the Trust.

For more information on Banks Peninsula walks see www.bpwalks.co.nz

OTHER BROCHURES AVAILABLE IN THIS SERIES
Akaroa Village Walks Akaroa Harbour and Bays  Akaroa Country Walks

Printed August 2016    

 Dogs on short   leash on beaches 1 Dec – 1 Mar 9am – 7pm and at all times in Pony Point. All other places under effective control. Explore Lyttelton township and nearby hills 
and coastline on this mix of walks and tramps

Lyttelton Harbour Information Centre is run by knowledgeable and friendly local volunteers with information on walking, accommodation, eating out, driving and public transport, historic places, tourist attractions, Quail Island, Lyttelton Farmers Market, Lyttelton Harbour Timebank and more.

Enjoy the Beaches Magazine Bay, Cass Bay and Corsair Bay have sandy beaches, safe swimming and picnic tables. 

Cass and Corsair also offer road access with parking, toilets and playgrounds. Great for family 

adventures.Make a loop on the bus  The #535 bus runs along Governors Bay Road hourly every day early evening.  

Check www.metroinfo.co.nz for the daily timetable. Use the Lyttelton & Rapaki to Eastgate direction 

timetable for return buses to Lyttelton and be at your chosen bus stop at the time stated for Rapaki. 

The bus will be along in a few minutes. From Pony Point, return to Cass Bay and flag the bus down at 

the toilets. The bus back to Lyttelton will have Eastgate on the front. Walking along the main road is 

not recommended.

Enjoy the Beaches Magazine Bay, Cass Bay and Corsair Bay have sandy beaches, safe swimming and picnic tables. 

Cass and Corsair also offer road access with parking, toilets and playgrounds. Great for family 

adventures.Make a loop on the bus  The #535 bus runs along Governors Bay Road hourly every day until early evening. 

Check www.metroinfo.co.nz for the daily timetable. Use the Lyttelton & Rāpaki to Eastgate direction 

timetable for return buses to Lyttelton and be at your chosen bus stop at the time the bus is scheduled 

to leave Rāpaki. The bus will be along in a few minutes and will have Eastgate on the front. At Cass 

Bay you can wait at the beach toilets and flag the bus down. Walking along the main Governors Bay 

Road is not recommended.

OPENING HOURSMonday to Saturday 10-4pmSundays 
11-3pmAnzac Day April 25 1-4pmChristmas Day           Closed 

20 Oxford Street, LytteltonTel: 03 328-9093Email: infocentre@lyttelton.net.nzWeb: www.lytteltonharbour.co.nz

Lyttelton Harbour  Information Centre

Please help us look after Lyttelton and its 
beautiful environmentToilets: Most routes do not have toilets. Public toilets next to 

Lyttelton Harbour Information Centre, in Albion Square, Corsair 

Bay, Cass Bay and at the Gondola. Rubbish: Bins are generally not provided. Carry all your rubbish 

out with you. Check after picnicking to ensure you have not left 

litter, and pick up any left by others.Dogs: Respect the dog regulations applying to your chosen walk, 

keep dogs under strict control at all times. Remove all dog faeces.

Fires: Absolutely no fires are to be lit anywhere on walks, 

including billy boiling. 
Keep to public routes: Please keep to the routes described and 

do not enter private property.Respect biodiversity: Take care not to tread on rare plants on 

rocky outcrops and leave plants and animals where you find them.

Enjoy the Beaches Magazine Bay, Cass Bay and Corsair Bay have sandy beaches, safe swimming 

and picnic tables. Cass and Corsair also offer road access with parking, toilets and 

playgrounds. Great for family adventures.
Make a loop on the bus  

Brochure produced by
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BOARDWALK TO CHILDRENS BAY

LIGHTHOUSE AND MONUMENT

AKAROA’S BUSH BACKDROP 

FRENCH CEMETERY

STANLEY PARK

GARDEN OF TĀNE

GARDEN GRAVEYARDS

Lighthouse and Monument

 
Lighthouse and Monument 

Visit two of Akaroa’s iconic historic sites, 

and make a return circuit with elevated 

harbour views. 

Directions: Start at the Lighthouse and 

then walk south along a quiet stretch of 

Beach road formerly known as the Lovers 

Walk. Just past the last house head left 

up the walking track and steps to the 

Britomart Monument site, where you will find the British Union 

Jack flying as it did when the French settlers arrived.

From the Monument continue on the track up hill, and then 

up Stanley Place. Turn left on Onuku Road and return to the 

Lighthouse either via Hempleman Drive or continue along 

Onuku Road until you reach the bush track to make your way 

back down through the Anglican Cemetery. 

AKAROA 
VILLAGE WALKS

Discover Akaroa’s Hidden Gems 

 in this series of delightful walks

1 hour circular

Includes some road 

walking 

 
Boardwalk To  
Childrens Bay

Enjoy a waterfront walk to a tiny beach 

at the northern end of Akaroa with lovely 

views of the town and harbour.

Directions: The walk starts beside the 

Boat Compound at the northern end of 

the Recreation ground car park. Follow 

the track under the Ngaio trees and onto 

the boardwalk. When the boardwalk finishes turn left and walk 

along the quiet gravel road to the little beach. 

From the beach you may continue on the Childrens Bay Farm 

Walkway across private farmland but wear sturdy footwear and 

strictly no dogs on the farm.

10 minutes one way

Some up and down 

and uneven surface – 

wheelchair accessible 

with strong assistant

Why is a Lighthouse in a sheltered harbour?

The Lighthouse was relocated from the harbour entrance 

cliffs when it was replaced by a more modern device. Now 

it is maintained by volunteers who open it most Sundays in 

summer and when cruise ships are in port. A tour is highly 

recommended.

Dramatic events at the Monument site

Takapuneke, a thriving Nga
_
i Tahu settlement, occupied the 

bay on the southern side of the Monument site until 1831 

when hostile warriors concealed aboard the British Brig 

Elizabeth destroyed it, and massacred the inhabitants. 

Less than a decade later, the British government, having 

obtained the final Ma
_
ori signature on the Treaty of Waitangi 

in June 1840, chose this site to demonstrate their new 

sovereignty in August 1840 putting an end to the colonial 

ambitions of the French.

The children of Childrens Bay
This little bay is said to be named for the children of the 

French Eteveneaux family, founding settlers of Akaroa 

who arrived in 1840 on the Comte de Paris. In their time, 

when the hills were still covered in forest, Childrens Bay 

would have been sandy, but now after deforestation it 

has become a mud flat.

For many years the family owned and lived in a cottage 

now known as the Langlois-Eteveneaux cottage. The 

centrepiece of the Akaroa Museum, it is probably the 

oldest house in Canterbury.
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HERITAGE PARK | NEWTONS WATERFALL

DAY TRAMPS/HIKES

WOODILLS NORTH | WOODILLS SOUTH

ROUND THE MOUNTAIN VIA CURRY TRACK 

SKYLINE CIRCUIT

MISTY PEAKS

shared use with mountain bikes

CHILDRENS BAY FARM WALKWAY

Rue 
Greh

an

 8

Takamatua

SH 75

Long Bay Road

SH 75 Old Coach Road

Morgans 

Road

Holiday 
Park

Recreation Ground

Car ParkChildren’s Bay
Children’s Bay

Takamatua Bay Road Old French Road

Rue Lavaud

Akaroa

Childrens Bay Farm Walkway

AKAROA 
COUNTRY WALKS

Explore the hill country cradling Akaroa village 

on this mix of short walks, tramps and a bike ride

Sculpture animals

On the first part of the Children’s Bay Farm Walkway you  

will encounter a variety of sculptures. Look carefully to find 

the wily crocodile lurking in the bush on the lower slopes.  

The giraffes and crocodile were made in Zimbabwe from 

recycled oil drums. The magnificent rhino on the ridge is 

constructed of agricultural parts by Chris Meder of Dunedin.

Farm animals

From the rhino paddock onwards you will see the equally 

magnificent Black Angus cattle grazing as the farm is a 

breeding unit for top quality beef. Farming is taking place 

alongside conservation work. While the open paddocks 

are grazed, stream gullies are fenced and increasingly filled 

with native bush, both planted and naturally regenerating.

ETIQUETTE ON THE AKAROA COUNTRY 

WALKS

Most routes cross private farms or land managed by private 

trusts. If you see the owner, staff or volunteers, please thank them 

for the privilege of walking on their land. Continued access relies 

on you behaving responsibly and treating properties with respect. 

Toilets – Most walks do NOT have toilets. Toilets are only 

available at Heritage Park and Brocheries Road. Take this into 

account before departing, and if caught short ensure any human 

waste is well off the tracks and completely buried. Leaving tissue 

paper around is totally unacceptable.

Rubbish – Bins are NOT provided. Check for litte
r and carry all 

rubbish out with you. 

Dogs – Respect the dog regulations applying to your chosen 

walk, keep dogs under strict control and remove all faeces.

Mountain bikes – NOT permitted on off-road tracks except 

where indicated. Give way to walkers on shared use tracks.

Fires – Absolutely no fires are to be lit anywhere on walks, 

including stoves and billy boiling.

Farm animals – You are likely to encounter sheep and cattle 

grazing on most of these walks. Please give them plenty of space 

and go past them quietly. 

Gates – Leave gates as you find them. In groups – please ensure 

people at the front wait for those behind, or shut gates that were 

shut. Use stiles where provided and climb gates at hinge end.

Keep to public routes – Access to private land and reserves 

is on the routes described only. You do not have permission to 

wander at random or look in buildings.

Track closures – Please stay off tra
cks when closed for lambing 

or other reasons.

Respect biodiversity – Take care not to tread on rare plants. 

Leave plants and animals where you find them.

This brochure is produced by the Rod Donald Banks Peninsula 

Trust. The Trust exists to foster sustainable management and 

conservation in partnership with others and to improve public 

access to assist with understanding of the environment. 

Purchase of this brochure helps to fund the work of the Trust. 

Read about the Trust at  

www.roddonaldtrust.co.nz

PRINTED ON RECYCLED/FSC 

CERTIFIED PAPER

8
 

Children’s Bay Farm Walkway

Easy tramp with beautiful views over 

Children’s Bay headland to see animal 

sculptures. Optional circular return via 

Takamatua beach and quiet country 

roads.

Directions: Start under the Ngaio trees 

at the end of the Recreation Ground car 

park past the boat storage compound. 

The track leads to a boardwalk and 

then a gravel road. Turn left on the road to Childrens Bay. 

Just before the white bridge turn right onto the Childrens Bay 

Walkway. You are now on private farmland, so please respect 

the owners’ generosity in allowing you to be here. Dogs are 

absolutely forbidden, keep to the marked track, and give farm 

animals plenty of space.

The track climbs through bush and past the giraffe sculptures 

and eventually ends at a stile. The rhino sculpture ahead marks 

the top of the headland.  

To continue to Takamatua follow the orange and yellow markers 

over a stile and then downhill. The track bears left through gorse, 

then along a deer fence and right beside a row of pines. Turn left 

when it meets another farm track. 

On exiting the farm, follow the road down to Kotare Lane. At 

the junction with Kingfisher Lane take the steps on the left 

into a bush reserve and turn downhill to reach a gravel track at 

the bottom. Turn right and then left on the sealed road to the 

waterfront. Here you will find toilets, Takamatua jetty, a
nd a lovely 

spot for a swim or a picnic.

To return to Akaroa, follow the road around the bay and then turn 

right towards the main highway and right again up Old French 

Road. If cows are grazing here, duck under the electric strand or 

open and close it carefully. Past the last house the road turns into 

a track. Keep left when it branches and take care as you cross 

the main highway to reach Old Coach Road.

Follow Old Coach Road to the junction with Morgans Road 

(about 5 minutes). Listen for vehicles rushing to Akaroa and get 

onto the verge. Turn left on Morgans Road and enter the Akaroa 

Holiday Park. Follow the Holiday Park road down to a grassy area 

at the bottom and then take the signposted walking track back to 

Akaroa, arriving opposite the car park where you started.

1 hour there and back 

(2.4 km) to Rhino 

viewpoint 160 m climb

3 hours circuit (6½ km)

including Takamatua 

Steps into 

reserve
Macraes Road

Grehan Valley Road

to A
karoa

Kotare Lane

Lushingtons Bay Road

Kingfisher 

Road

Ō Taka Mātua or German Bay?

The traditional name O
-  Taka Ma- tua means to rest after a 

journey. It re
calls earlier times when Ma- ori visiting from 

other parts of the Peninsula would break their journey 

at this beautiful place before continuing over the hill to 

Akaroa. To imagine the scene in those times, strip away 

the houses and cloak it in trees.

When Akaroa’s famous French settlers arrived in 1840, 

their party included a number of Germans. Due to the 

shortage of flat land in Akaroa, the Germans settled in this 

bay instead, at first all living in a large V hut on the flats 

opposite the beach. They would walk to Akaroa on what is 

now known as Old French Road. The bay became known 

as German Bay and kept this name until WWI, when it 

reverted back to its Ma- ori name instead.

Whose land am I on?

The routes described in this brochure cross land that is 

owned and managed by different people. You will find that 

track signage is patchy and can vary in style, even on a  

single walk. 

Childrens Bay Farm, Woodills North and South: These 

routes traverse private farm land whose owners, very 

generously allow the public onto their properties to share their 

love for the area. Please respect their generosity by sticking 

to the routes described in the brochure and ensuring you 

leave the property as you found it. Expect to encounter farm 

animals and occasionally farming operations in progress. 

Hinewai Reserve: Stony Bay Peak is the upper part of the 

privately owned Hinewai reserve. The lower part occupies 

most of the Otanerito and Stony Bay valleys on the Pacific 

side of the ridgeline If you would like to explore Hinewai, pick 

up the separate brochure at the Akaroa Adventure Centre or 

at a reserve entrance. Hinewai includes old growth forest and 

much regenerating forest. Under the skilled management of 

botanist Hugh Wilson, Hinewai has demonstrated how block 

infestations of the invasive weeds gorse and broom can act 

as nature’s nursery by providing a canopy cover protecting 

native bush growing from naturally spread seed. From upper 

Hinewai you can observe how regenerating native bush below 

is topping out large areas of gorse and broom, depriving 

these sun-loving weeds of light and rapidly replacing them. 

Purple Peak Curry Reserve: Curry Track is in this new 

reserve purchased by NZ Native Forest Restoration Trust 

with assistance from Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust and 

Christchurch City Council. The reserve is managed by the 

team from neighbouring Hinewai using similar principles. 

Heritage Park: The park is on Christchurch City Council 

land, and managed by a Trust of local volunteers.

Misty Peaks: Christchurch City Council purchased this 

farm to create a new reserve in 2007. Most of it is leased 

out as a working farm while Council ranger staff develop 

more recreational opportunities. Please stay on the routes 

described to avoid disturbing farm operations. 

Stock routes: The Woodills and Purple Peak double fence 

tracks are used by local farmers for droving stock and 

occasional grazing, and the ranger team mow the tracks.

For more information on 

Banks Peninsula walks 

see www.bpwalks.co.nz
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Recreation Ground Car Park

Childrens Bay

Stony Bay Peak/ Taraterehu, 

806m

Main Beach

Tree Crop

Farm

Hinewai Reserve 

includes Stony Bay Peak and 

13kms of tracks on other side

Main Wharf

Akaroa Lighthouse

Dalys Wharf

Cabstand

Paripai shortcut

Mt. Berard/Ōtoki 

Flag Peak

Brasenose/

Oteauheke 

Stony Bay Road

Flea Bay Road 

(behind ridge)

Lighthouse Road 

Brocheries Road 

trail head parking 

behind ridge.  

Access from 

Cabstand corner
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1
1
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3
Purple Peak Road

Rue Balguerie
Long Bay Road

access from SH75

SH75

Rue Grehan

Flea Bay trail head

(parking behind ridge)

6

Old Coach Road
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5&6
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Woodills RoadRue Lavaud

Beach Road

Rue Jolie

6
Stony Bay 

trail head 

6

N
2

5&6
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 4

Worsley House

site

Purple Peak

Curry Reserve

Grehan Valley Road

(No vehicles past this point)

Browntop 

Saddle

Heritage Park

(Reserve car parking here) 

Misty Peaks Reserve

Waterfall

Skyline Beech Lookout

Saddle

 Te Piki o Te Ake
Purple Peak

Hoheria

Junction

4
 Round the Mountain via Curry Track  Full day 

circuit around Purple Peak visiting Heritage Park and Purple Peak 

Curry Reserve. In good weather add a climb up Stony Bay Peak. 

For a shorter walk drive to Heritage Park and loop around the 

lower reserve.

5 
Skyline Circuit  Spectacular full day tramp climbing 

800 m to Stony Bay Peak with ridge walk and descent on quiet 

road.  Other options include extension along Misty Peaks, driving 

to ridgeline trail heads for shorter routes and access to lower 

Hinewai reserve on other side.
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Discover Akaroa hill country

Whether you choose a short walk, easy tramp, hike or mountain-

bike ride, your exploration of the hills surrounding Akaroa will be 

rewarded with superb views, pastoral scenery and native bush. 

The eight main routes described in this brochure are designed to 

depart from and return to Akaroa village, so you can leave your 

car behind and enjoy the challenge of climbing the hills under 

your own steam. The routes traverse a mix of stock droving 

tracks, private farmland and private and public reserves, linked 

together by quiet back roads. If you want a shorter experience 

with less climbing, you can drive up the hills on the back roads to 

the trail heads and do parts of the routes.

The adjacent map shows all the routes from a harbour viewpoint, 

enabling you to see how they are accessed from Akaroa and how 

much climbing is involved. Solid red lines show the gentle walks. 

Dashed lines indicate the more challenging tramps, which involve 

climbing, rougher surfaces and require a greater level of fitness. 

Black lines show sealed roads and brown lines gravel roads. 

Where walks are routed on roads, these are generally very quiet 

with low traffic levels, but listen for vehicles and get off the road 

as they approach. Mountain bikes are not permitted on off-road 

tracks except where indicated.

Signposting is patchy in places, and varied in style. Once you 

have selected your route using this map, take the brochure with 

you and follow the detailed directions and map for your walk. 

Please read the safety notes below the main map and the 

etiquette notes on the back of the brochure. These walks are 

available due to the generosity of our landowners, who in 

return expect walkers to respect their property and farm or 

conservation operations. 

Finally, choose a route that is appropriate for your ability and 

weather conditions on the day and prepare well.

Dogs permitted under 

effective control

Dogs on leads only

Dogs prohibited

Mountain bikes permitted, 

medium grade

Easy tramping on well 

formed track

Walking on formed track, 

some up and down hill,  

maybe muddy

Choose Your Akaroa Country Walk

1 
Woodills North  Excellent 2 hour easy tramp. Lovely views. 

Best combined with Woodills South, or add in a visit to Heritage 

Park and the lower part of Purple Peak Curry Reserve.

2
 Woodills South  2 historic streets and a country track. 

Best combined with Woodills North.

3 
Heritage Park  Easy walk and scenic picnic spot in 

commemorative tree plantings with great views. Access on foot 

from Woodills North or by car from Long Bay Road.

Safety is your responsibility 

Plan, prepare and equip yourself well. 

Weather can change quickly – check the forecast before departure.

Hills are colder than Akaroa – always take layered and waterproof clothing.

When cloud covers hilltops – choose a lower level walk.

Tracks slippery after rain – sturdy footwear and walking sticks recommended.

No food or water available on tracks – take these on the longer tracks.

Cliffs and other hazards – keep children under supervision.

High fire danger – absolutely no fires to be lit anywhere.

Before departing – register intentions with a trusted contact.

Exploring the volcano

The Akaroa volcano commenced about 9 million years 

ago and activity continued sporadically for 3 million years. 

The main magma vent was under O-nawe peninsula, the 

distinctive landform bisecting the upper reaches of the 

harbour. The dome of Stony Bay Peak above Akaroa 

village was a late formation created when trachyte lava 

oozed up through cracks in the existing cone. There are 

good views of these features on most of the walks.

Once volcanic activity ceased, the processes of erosion 

dominated The hills were whittled to half their original 

height as streams carved out the radial pattern of valleys 

and bays. Eventually the sea broke through the weakest 

point in the crater rim to create Akaroa harbour. The 

extinct volcano stood as an island until about 20,000 years 

ago. Then the Canterbury Plain - continually extending 

as debris washed down from the Southern Alps - finally 

reached it and turned the island into a peninsula. 

During the last ice age, alpine glaciers deposited fine dust 

into riverbeds on the plain. Strong winds picked this up 

and blew it over the peninsula, where it formed a layer of 

pale clay – called loess soil – over the volcanic rock. This 

can be very slippery to walk on after rain. 

The hills were once cloaked in dense forest which thrived 

on the fertile volcanic and loess soil. 

Humans in the crater

The Waitaha people were the first humans to arrive 

approximately 800 years ago. The forest and sea were 

so lush with food resources that they named the place Te 

Pa-taka o Ra-kaihautu- – the food storehouse of their great 

ancestor. Stories tell of how the ancestor Ra-kaihautu- 

carved out the South Island’s lakes with his giant digging 

stick, Tuhiraki. When finished, he buried Tuhiraki in these 

hills, creating the rocky peak (Mt. Bossu) that dominates 

the southern end of the crater rim above Wainui.

European settlers arrived in the mid 19th century and soon 

began logging on a commercial scale, making extensive 

use of fire to create open pastureland. By 1900 the hills 

were shorn bare, with less than 1% of the forest left. 

Since then a mix of exotic tree planting and native bush 

regeneration have restored a patchwork of vegetation 

to the hills. Today the local community and landowners 

are working hard to protect the original forest remnants 

and encourage native regeneration. Hinewai reserve, 

accessible via the Skyline Circuit track, is a leader in this 

process. 
6 

Misty Peaks  Mountain bikers ride from the village. 

Trampers combine with Skyline circuit to add extra ridge walking. 

Trail heads at both ends of ridge track give easier options for 

drivers. Avoid in low cloud.

7 
Newtons Falls  Gentle walk to a traditional Akaroa  

beauty spot.

8  
Children’s Bay Farm Walkway  An easy 1 hour 

return tramp to the Rhino on the ridge, or extend to a 3 hour 

circular route returning via Takamatua and quiet back roads. 

Mountains bikes not 

permitted

Tramping on unformed 

track with prolonged up 

and downhill

2014 Mapping all walks on Banks Peninsula and 
publishing the Banks Peninsula Walks directory, our 
brochures and companion website www.bpwalks.co.nz

2014 Purchasing land at Le Bons Bay to increase 
Panama Reserve

2013 We entered into partnership with DOC to improve 
the Summit Walkway – now Te Ara Pátaka, and then 
purchased this crib in 2014 to convert into Rod Donald Hut

2015 Contributing and assisting with purchase of 
Purple Peak Curry Reserve

 Storehouse Stories August 2017 11  Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust official newsletter



12   Storehouse Stories August 2017 Rod Donald Banks Peninsula Trust official newsletter

Changes at the Trust
The Trust is managed by a Board of 
nine voluntary Trustees, appointed by 
Christchurch City Council. Trustee terms 
are for three years, with a maximum of 
nine consecutive years permitted. The 
Trust says a fond farewell to three of our 
Trustees who are retiring this year, and 
welcomes aboard four new Trustees.

Trustees retiring
We thank our retiring Trustees for their 
outstanding contributions. 

Stuart Wright-Stow has served the 
Trust since its inception. Stuart was a 
close friend of Rod Donald and is well 
respected on Banks Peninsula for his 
entrepreneurship, transforming Little 
River with the successful store, café and 
gallery complex some years ago and in 
more recent times the Silo Stay. 

Debbie Tikao has brought her interest 
and knowledge of cultural values and 
landscapes to the Trust Board, and 
proved an invaluable link with Peninsula 
rúnanga.

Entomologist and ecologist Brian 
Patrick has contributed to the Trust’s 
understanding and appreciation of 
biodiversity on Banks Peninsula.

Welcome to new Trustees
Trust welcomes aboard four new 
Trustees, all with strong connections to 
the Peninsula and bringing a breadth of 
expertise to the Board.  

Richard Suggate 
has recently retired 
after 27 years work 
for Department 
of Conservation, 
including as 
Manager of the 
North Canterbury 

area (including Banks Peninsula) and 
most recently as a National Business 
Development Manager. 

In June, Bryan Storey 
retired as Professor 
of Antarctic Studies 
at University of 
Canterbury and Director 
of Gateway Antarctica. 
With his knowledge 
of climate change 

he is passionate about sustainable 
management and conservation, 
particularly around recreation activities. 

Maureen McCloy is the 
Corporate Services 
Manager of YHA New 
Zealand and serves 
its Board as National 
Secretary. YHA New 
Zealand began with a 
network of hostels on 

Banks Peninsula and shares with the 
Trust's goal to get more young people 
active in the outdoors. 

Paul McNoe is Chief 
Executive of Red 
Bus, and has a good 
understanding of 
interfacing with the City 
Council and tourism 
on Banks Peninsula as 

Red Bus runs the Akaroa Shuttle – the 
regular bus service from Christchurch.

Staff
The Trust continues to be 
managed by Suky Thompson. 
Suky has been with the Trust 
since 2011 and brings her 
passion for the peninsula to 
all aspects of her role as Trust 
Manager.

Follow our news during the year on: 
www.roddonaldtrust.co.nz

Donations are welcomed.  
You’ll find us on Givealittle.  
Search for Rod Donald.

For our walking information see 

www.bpwalks.co.nz

Bryan Storey

Maureen McCloy

Paul McNoe

Trustee Cynthia Roberts 
was elected a Councillor on 
Environment Canterbury

Trustee Andrew Turner became 
Christchurch Deputy Mayor this year

Richard Suggate

Brian Patrick appreciating nursery web 
spiders with Trust Chair Simon Mortlock

Continuing Trustees
Trustees Simon Mortlock, Bob 
Webster, Cynthia Roberts, Chrissie 
Williams, and Andrew Turner  
continue to serve on the Trust Board 
in the coming year. 

Spot them pictured throughout our 
newsletter!

Debbie Tikao and Stuart 
Wright-Stow visit Purple Peak 
Curry Reserve

Stop Press
NEW Topo Map 
released

Look out for New Topo’s 
fabulous new edition of 
their Banks Peninsula map 
featuring Te Ara Pätaka. 
Impeccably detailed! 

Suky sets off on Te Ara 
Pätaka

Farewell to Sarah Pritchett
Amongst many other tasks, Sarah  
co-ordinated last year’s successful 
Banks Peninsula Walking Festival and 
drafted the Lyttelton Town and Hills 
walking brochure. We wish her well in 
her new job. 

Available at Akaroa i-site,  

DOC visitor centre and Map World.


